
Carmen Peterson July, 2026

Americanism Chairman

2026-2027

Your 

Carmen Peterson August, 2026

Americanism Chairman

A

M

E

R

I

C

A

N

I

S

M

Greetings and welcome to a year of 
Americanism.  We as an auxiliary 
are expected to promote this 
program because this is what we 
base all our programs from.

These are the values we will be 
promoting this year.

American POP Signs

Flag Education

Promoting Patriotism

POW/MIA 

History of Americanism

in the Auxiliary

Patriotic Instructors 

Patriotic Holidays

Americanism is an 

exciting program and the foundation

of our Auxiliary. Knowing about our

Auxiliary and how it began and what

it has become is a rewarding 
knowledge.

Start gathering materials to help 

promote Americanism in your 
community.  It doesn't cost much 
and some of the things you can 
order through the VFW Supply or 
make up your own and give them 
out at picnics, parades, any event 
where you can promote this 
program.

Dates to Remember

July 4th, Independence Day 250 years!

History of Americanism in the Auxiliary

Do you know the date of when the 
Auxiliary was initiated?

Do you know who the first National 
President was?

Do you know that the Auxiliary 
foundation is base on Congressional 

approval?

Do you know what the

first program that the

Auxiliary promoted?

These are some questions

you should know, if not find 

the answers and let your

auxiliary know them as

well.

Patriotic Instructors

Your job is important.  You carry the 
flag, you say the Pledge at meetings 
and see to it that the Flag is always in 
good

condition and facing the proper way 
and in the correct spot on the floor.  
Read about Flag Etiquette and teach 
your auxiliary members so they know 
the proper etiquette or rules for the 
flag.

Remember you job is important.

We will be Rocking our Veterans and 
his family through out the year and 
always.

A

Trivia T ime

The National 
Guard is the 

oldest military 
component 

December 13, 
1636
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It is almost back to school time.

You should start thinking of ways to 
get into schools to promote 
Americanism.

- Flag Education

- Flag History

- Veterans in the Classroom

These are things we should be doing 
to promote Americanism in our youth.

Coordinate with your Youth Activities 
Chairman about doing programs in the 
schools, day care or 

nursey schools, Boy and 

Girl Scout troops, sports,

Churches.  Doesn't cost any

thing, unless you make 

hand-outs for the youth.

Keep our YOUTH 

involved.

Patriotic Instructors  

You have an important job to do in 
your auxiliary.  

*make sure the flag is clean and 

always facing the right way and 

position.

*instruct on Auxiliary protocol

*keep Auxiliary updated on 

patriotic holidays

Teach patriotism through acts of 
honoring the flag and proper care.

Dates to Remember

Coast Guard Birthday - August 4, 1790

AMERICANISM POP SIGNS

This program sounds like it will be fun, 
especially if you have a very creative 
mind.

I'm sure you all remember

this poster of Uncle Sam, 

this is the idea of POP 

signs.

Create a sign that depicts

the VFW Auxiliary, 

Patriotism, Americanism 

and values we hold dear.

You can use any media 
you 

like such as:  Excel, paint 
box

or AI to make your sign.  I         

have not heard about the 

sizing yet, but will find

out for you.

So get those creative juices working 
and create an awesome POP sign.  
There is an award from National for the 
best POP sing/meme promotion as well 
as on the Department level.  I am 
looking forward to these awesome 
signs.

End of Year Reports:  LOOK at your 
end of the year reports and decide 
which one you would like to do.  You 
don't have to do all of them, but 
choose one or two. Those of you who 
will enter the contest, remember to put 
your projects in order and label them.

Let's get those rocking                   
horses going and Rock for           
Veterans and their                      
families.

Trivia Time

The United States 
has the largest Air 

Force in the 
World. 
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“BUDDY” POPPY PROGRAM - August 

 

Sandy Reed 

11 Darwin Road 

Old Bridge, NJ 08857 

As summer begins to wind down, August is the perfect time for Auxiliaries to start preparing for one of 
our busiest seasons of the year. Veterans Day and fall community events will soon be upon us, making 
now the ideal time to plan your Buddy Poppy distributions and educate your community about the 
significance of this beloved symbol. 

The Buddy Poppy is much more than a fundraising flower. It is a reminder of the sacrifices made by the 
brave men and women who have served our country. Every Buddy Poppy distributed helps honor our 
veterans while supporting programs that provide relief and assistance to those who have worn our 
nation's uniform. 

This month, take a moment to check your Buddy Poppy supplies, schedule upcoming distribution dates, 
and recruit volunteers. Reach out to local schools, businesses, community organizations, and event 
coordinators to explore new opportunities to share the story of Buddy Poppy with your community. 

Remember to tell people that the Buddy Poppies are assembled by disabled and needy veterans, 
providing them with meaningful work while raising funds that remain dedicated to veteran welfare. 

Together, we can ensure that the Buddy Poppy continues to serve as a symbol of honor, remembrance, 
and hope. 

• Remind volunteers that they are not “selling” Poppies but distributing them with the hope 

of getting donations. 

• Donations collected during the “Buddy” Poppy distribution will be allocated to the Relief 

Fund per our Bylaws.   

• “Buddy” Poppy Display Contest will take place at our State Convention in Wildwood 2027.   

• To order Poppies, https://checkout.square.site/buy/UQRPIDCPOW7SXGGFS5K5KKVM 

Poppies will be sent to the post Quartermaster. 
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NATIONAL HOME 

 

Sandy Reed 

11 Darwin Road 

Old Bridge, NJ 08857 

San728@gmail.com 

 

 As families prepare for a new school year, we are reminded that many military and veteran 

families face challenges that can make those transitions difficult. The VFW National Home exists 

to provide hope, stability, and support when it is needed most. 

 The National Home's mission extends far beyond its beautiful campus in Michigan. Through 

family assistance programs, case management, educational support, and the Helpline, military 

and veteran families across the nation can receive guidance and resources to help them 

overcome life's obstacles. 

 This month, take the opportunity to learn more about the services offered by National Home 

and share that information with your Auxiliary and community. You never know when someone 

may need those resources, or when your conversation could connect a military or veteran 

family with the help they deserve. 

As members of the VFW Auxiliary, we are proud to support a program that has been changing 

lives for more than a century. Every donation, every educational effort, and every conversation 

helps strengthen the promise that no military or veteran family has to face hardship alone. 
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Special Project 

July 2026 

Alice Sandman 

176 Patty Bowker Rd. 

Tabernacle, NJ 08088 

(609) 268-1556 (home) (609) 456 – 1774 

amsandman0204@gmail.com 

 

Department of New Jersey 

Rocking For Our Veterans and Their Families 

New Jersey Special Projects 

 

Vet Haven South 

Department President Camilla Albano has chosen Vet Haven 

South as one of her Special Projects. As many of you know, Vet 

Haven South has no cook in the kitchen. The hospital supplies its 

meals on the same property. 

We are working hard to purchase a food truck kitchen and equip 

it with the supplies needed for cooking, etc.  

Please send donations to Department Treasurer Paula Pinto, 

earmarked for Veterans Haven South.  
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New Jersey Veterans Assistance Program 

The second project, the New Jersey Veterans Assistance Program, 

will be a Joint Project with the VFW. The Veterans Assistance 

Program was established to help Veterans with unexpected 

expenses that may come up in their lives, such as a car payment, 

utility bills, etc. Monies will be paid directly to the company 

requesting payment up to $599. 

Donations should be sent to Department Treasurer Paula Pinto, 

earmarked Veterans Assistance Program. 

Pin money should be sent to the Department Treasurer for the 

Special Projects. The Rocking Horse pin will be collected and split 

between Department President Camilla Albano’s two Special 

Projects. 
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Cancer 

July 2026 
Alice Sandman 

176 Patty Bowker Rd 

Tabernacle, NJ 08088 

(609) 268 – 1556  (609) 456 – 1775 

amsandman0204@gmail.com 

 

MD Anderson Cooper Cancer Center is the elite Cancer Center in South 

Jersey. 

They use a multi-disciplinary team approach in treating all kinds of 

Cancers.  

Cancer Awareness for July is Leiomyosarcoma (Uterine Cancer) 

Sarcoma; Sarcoma/Bone Cancer and Blood Cancer. It is also Ultra Violet 

Safety Awareness. 

Department President Camilla Albano has chosen for her Cancer 

Project: Prostate Cancer and Colon Cancer. 

Cancer pins are the blue ribbon pins. 

Donations may be sent to Department Treasurer Paula Pinto, earmarked 

Cancer Project. 

As the year continues, I will be informing you on the different warning 

signs and awareness of many Cancer types. 
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Hospital Communications 

August 2026 

Barbara Wiener-Hospital Coordinator                                        barb.wiener@yahoo.com                                                             

201 6th St. N. Brigantine NJ 08203                                                              609-464-1791 

 

Welcome to August, hope that everyone is enjoying their summer and not melting from 

the heat or getting washed away by the downpours!!   

Don’t forget about your Veterans in nursing homes during the summer, remember they 

are there year-round, not just on holidays.   

There are lots of hospital promos and incentives for your auxiliaries this year, National 

and Department.  You can look in Malta for the National awards, from recruiting 

volunteers to having parties with the veterans.  And don’t forget the Department 

Awards!!   

Deliver as many cards as possible throughout the year to the Veterans, 1st prize is $50 

and 2nd is $25.  Not only major holidays, but birthdays, get well cards, Veterans Day, 

Memorial Day, and just thinking of you cards.  There are plenty of nursing homes out 

there with Veterans just waiting for a card.  

Also, try working with you VFW post and do a joint party, bingo, BBQ or other activity.  

The Auxiliary who has the most joint parties with the Post will receive $50!!!! 

And don’t forget about volunteering, the most recruits and the most hours.  Fill out the 

forms and receive pins for hours. Attached you will find a list of pins and the hours.  I’d 

love to hand out several pins at Wildwood next year!!  

I’m going to try to visit all 7 VA Hospitals this year, so far, I’ve got 2 down.  So, if you are 

having an event, please reach out to me and I will see if I can attend. 

Looking forward to a very exciting year. 
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150 
hours

300
hours

500 
hours

VFW Auxiliary Hospital Volunteer Service Pins 
Pins bearing the VFW Auxiliary emblem and designating the number of hours a volunteer has devoted to hospital work will be 
awarded to members in good standing who have volunteered a minimum of 150 hours under the VFW Auxiliary sponsorship 
in any hospital (VA and non-VA). ONLY the pin or bar indicating the highest number of accumulated hours,  per request, will be 
awarded and should be worn. 

Pins between 6,000 and 9,000 hours are triangular with an additional pearl for each 1,000 earned. A bar guard signifying 
10,000 hours may be attached to this pin, and bar guards are available for each additional 1,000 hours.

1,000 
hours

1,500 
hours

2,000
hours

2,500
hours

3,000 
hours

4,000 
hours

5,000 
hours

6,000
hours

7,000
hours

8,000 
hours

9,000 
hours

10,000 
hours

Hospital Recruiting Charm
A charm from VFW Auxiliary National 
Headquarters will be awarded to each 
member recruiting one or more  
volunteers between July 1 and May 31. 
These charms are available for both 
VFW Auxiliary members and sponsored 
hospital volunteers/student volunteers.  

Sponsored Hospital Volunteer Pin 
The sponsored hospital volunteer/
student volunteer who volunteers 
a minimum of 100 hours under the 
VFW Auxiliary sponsorship in any 
VA or non-VA facility is eligible to 
receive this pin from VFW Auxiliary 
National Headquarters. This award 
is for non-members and only one pin 
awarded during volunteer’s lifetime. 

NOTE:  Please apply for pins when accumulated hours are earned by volunteer. Applications for hospital volunteer service pins are 
available online in MALTA Member Resources. Applications are to be prepared by the local VFW Auxiliary Hospital Chairman. All pins are 
available from VFW Auxiliary National Headquarters at no cost to the Department, Auxiliary, member or non-member volunteer. If 
you have questions, please contact VFW Auxiliary National Headquarters  at 816.561.8655 or info@vfwauxiliary.org. 14
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VETERANS HAVEN SOUTH 

 2026 – 2027 

VHS Representative Denise Beckler 

856-448-3501 

denise.beckler@aol.com 

12 Wright Ave. Stratford, NJ 08084 

August 2026 Communication 

 

 

 
 

 

Thank you all for continuing to show our veterans at Veterans Haven South the love!   

 

This is a great place of growth and offers life-changing programs for those veterans who 

are struggling after their military service.  For the duration of their stay at Vets Haven 

South (approx. 2 to 2 ½ years), they get rehabilitative services, job placement 

opportunities and learn to thrive in a community setting of other veterans.  The end 

goal?  To be fully self sufficient and strike back out on their own, with new coping skills 

and bring their lives “back online” so to say.   

 

This is a state funded facility, but as with any institution, their basic needs are taken 

care of, but it’s the “little luxuries” that most veterans there miss and that’s where we 

come in!  As one veteran there told me when I asked him what they would appreciate 

most, it was items I didn’t really think of: dryer sheets, flip flops for the shower, batteries 

for alarm clocks, cleaning wipes for their rooms.   

 

As each resident has a small refrigerator, “luxury” snacks, you and I take for granted are 

greatly appreciated, like small bags of cookies and cracker.  Individual peanut butter 

containers, small packages of tuna, granola bars, etc.  Other items greatly appreciated 

are slippers, socks and new pillows.   

 

Let’s keep showing the love for Veterans Haven South – remember, it’s a hand UP, not 

a handout.  Let’s give them the little luxuries while they work to make a better future for 

themselves! 
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Vineland Veterans Memorial Home 

August Communications 2026 

Barbara Wiener-Vineland Rep.                                                   barb.wiener@yahoo.com 

201 6th St. N.  Brigantine NJ 08203                                                              609-464-1791 

Hello everyone, and welcome to the beginning of a fantastic year!!! 

Vineland has a lot of activities going on all the time.  Here’s a few that I have planned 

already.  And everyone is invited to come and join in at any of these fun activities, no 

special invitations are needed. 

Topsy Turvy Tent Circus—Wednesday October 14th—2pm 

Turkey Bowling—Wednesday November 18th—2pm 

State Christmas Party—Sunday December 13th—11AM 

They always have items on Amazon for their wish list.  And they can always use large 

candy bars, and Tasty cakes 

I’m also looking for a few donations for a couple of the events---you can send these 

items to my house or give them to me at a function. Thank you 

Circus or Zoo stuffed animals 

Eagles, Phillies, 76ers, or Flyers items (anything, plastic mugs, hats, key chains, ect.) 

Costume Jewelry—Word find books—slip free socks 

Lg, xlarge, and xx large white tee shirts 

And don’t forget to fill out the forms with your hours and amounts by the end of each 

month, it will be greatly appreciated. 

Thank you to all who have donated time and money to Vineland, the Residents 

appreciate everything we do for them and look forward to all events. 
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HISTORIAN & MEDIA RELATIONS 2026 – 2027 

Chairman Denise Beckler 

856-448-3501

denise.beckler@aol.com 

12 Wright Ave. Stratford, NJ 08084 

August 2026 Communication 

As the new year starts up, this is a great time to decide how you want to collect your 

auxiliary’s memories this year.  As the Historian for your auxiliary, it’s your job to be the 

memory keeper and collector of the five W’s: who, what, where, when and why.  

I know from traveling around the state for the past few years, visiting with auxiliaries, 

that you are all BUSY!  I hope that while you’re doing all the hard work for our veterans, 

you’re taking the time to record it, by picture or video.  This doesn’t have to take up a lot 

of additional time, just a few pics (we all have phones that do that these days 😊) or a 

quick video showing the project you’re doing.  Then post it - I hope all of you have an 

Auxiliary Facebook page!  If you do, I would LOVE you to send me an invite to follow 

you and see the good work you’re all doing (I’m on Facebook as Denise Post Beckler). 

So why is sharing what you do so important?  The biggest reason is it gets the word out 

to friends and family and can be a great recruiting tool.  With a Facebook page, you can 

share your events and activities with your community.  And don’t hesitate to post on 

your town FB page – let them know there’s an organization in their town helping 

veterans!  I often feel that VFW Auxiliaries are the best kept secret within our towns 

because we just do the work, we don’t think to show it and share it – well… get the word 

out!  If you have a local community paper, do a write up as the Auxiliary Historian and 

send it in, with a picture or two, see what happens!   

Being a historian isn’t just about taking some pictures and maybe putting together a 

photo album for the post.  It’s about recording your efforts to help veterans within your 

post and community and then letting others know what we’re all doing collectively – So 

get that camera/phone out and takes those pics and videos, but DON’T STOP THERE! 

Post on Facebook and Instagram – email local newspapers and spread the work that 

the VFW Auxiliary is there for our veterans! 

If you ever need any assistance, please don’t hesitate to reach out at any time! 
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Looking for more info?  Check out the QR code from MALTA: 
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MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM 2026-2027 

AUGUST COMMUNICATION 

Margaret Russo 15 Grant St. 
732-887-7947 Sewaren, NJ 07077 
jerseymom1207@aol.com

Welcome to the 2026-27 NJ Membership Team. 

Let’s kick our new Auxiliary year off right by throwing our first touch-down to reach our 

first membership award. How you say? Well have you sent out your annual dues reminder 

letters? Have you encouraged your members to switch to life membership?  

Have you set up recruitment stations at your local festivals/fairs? There are plenty of them 

around during the summer months. 

I hope to be able to give out a lot of green by having every Auxiliary reach the first goal 

of $20.00 to each Auxiliary that reaches 80% in membership by August 31st.  

As we start to enjoy the summer let’s not forget that the game is always on.  We are one 

team coming together to Ignite Our Passion of Serving America’s Heroes. 
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Scholarships 
AUGUST  2026     

Chairman – Diane Merfert 
732-616-1813     dianemerf@aol.com 

 
Our National Ambassador, Kim Davis is encouraging all of us to roll out the Red Carpet for all 

our winners.  Make the Awards presentations an event the winners will never forget: an event 

they will tell their friends and relatives about.   That’s how we spread the word on the 

programs we sponsor like The Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen.   

 

By now you should have ordered all the tools at your disposal for these programs through the 

VFW Store.   Did you get your pamphlets with the application forms and posters available for a 

nominal fee ( 50 for $7.00) for both the Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen programs.  I sure 

hope so.  You can also download the application on the VFW website. 

 

Did you order the Citations available for Winners and participants.  Did you explorer the VFW 

Store site and check out the many gift items that are available for your winners and 

participants.    

 

Put your best foot forward when presenting the literature on these programs to your school 

representatives or teachers.  Look professional.  Wear an Auxiliary shirt or something Patriotic.  

You only get one chance to make that good impression.  You are a reflection of our 

Organization. 

 

REMEMBER:  This year’s Theme for both programs is:  What a Veteran taught me about 

America. 

 

VFW Patriot’s Pen – This program is open to students grade 6 – 8, consisting of an essay of 

300 to 400 words on a patriotic theme.  National winners will receive up to $5,000.00 

VFW Voice of Democracy – This program is open to students grade 9 – 12 consisting of an 

audio essay regarding a democratic patriotic theme.  National winners will receive up to 

$35,000.   
21



Deadline for both programs on the Auxiliary level is October 31, 2026. 
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YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
August 2026 

        Terri Andryszczak 
        24 Beech Street 
        Kearny, NJ  07032 
        Phone: 732-322-9970 
        Email: vfwpost1302aux@gmail.com  
 

 
Summer Reading! 

 
How many remember being assigned books to read over the summer 
by a teacher or two? Then, in September, doing book reports?  If the 
book was interesting, so was the report, and hopefully, the grade.  Or, 
sitting with your child(ren) over the summer flashbacking to what you 
did as a child?   
 
If your answer is ‘Yes’, you understand the importance of reading and 
encouraging our youth to read. So why not organize a ‘reading to 
youth event’ at your VFW Post.  Adults or older children or Scouts 
can read to the younger children.  Have the children read out loud to 
all or to an older veteran that happens to be at the Post.  I am sure 
the veteran will have a smile on their face. 
 
Make sure to have selections from the VFW Auxiliary’s Patriotism 
Through Literacy Booklist available. The booklist was updated in 
2025 and is broken down into grade ranges.  It can be found in 
MALTA Member Resources, Youth Activities or on National’s newly 
redesigned website under “What We Do”, scroll towards the bottom 
and click on Youth Activities, then page down to “Promotes Patriotism 
through Literacy” and click on the ‘blue’ lettering.  Here is the link:  
https://vfwauxiliary.org/what-we-do/youth-activities.  

 
If you do not have a chance to purchase books, check out your 
libraries or local book nooks around your neighborhood.  Set up 
your own book nook and see what someone has left and/or taken.   
You cannot have too many book nooks! 
  

 Oh! The places where reading and imagination will go is unlimited! 
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